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the  Rood  and  Drug  Administration,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
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Today's  News  Letter  from  Washington  takes  us  on  a  swing  around  the 
country,  stopping  at  various  stations  of  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Adminis- 
tration. 

First,  Minneapolis  Station.    Here  we  learn  of  the  illness  of  two 
children,  "brought  to  a  local  hospital  apparently  suffering  from  strychnine 
poisoning.    One  of  these  children  died.     The  other  eventually  recovered. 
Both  children  ate  sugar-coated  cathartic  pills  containing  strychnine.  They 
had  taken  the  "bottle  from  a  medicine  cabinet,  and  had  eaten  an  unknown  quan- 
tity of  the  pills  before  their  parents  discovered  them. 

The  label  on  the  bottle  showed  the  formula  of  the  sugar-coated  pills, 
which  contained  strychnine  sulphate  (l/60  grain).    However,  the  label  carried 
no  warning  statement  that  the  pills  were  poisonous  if  taken  in  sufficient 
quant  ities. 

"The  present  Food  and  Drugs  Act  does  not  require  that  dangerous  poisons 
of  this  nature  be  labeled  with  warning  statements,"  writes  our  official 
correspondent.     "Therefore,  it's  up  to  mothers  and  fathers  to  keep  such 
potentially  dangerous  products  as  sugar-coated  pills  containing  strychnine 
out  of  reach  of  children,," 

Next  stop  in  today's  tour  —  Philadelphia.  This  Station  reports  a  fine 
of  $S50  imposed  on  a  drug  company  charged  with  the  interstate  shipment  of  drug 
products  which  were  adulterated  and  mi  stranded,  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Another  company  in  Philadelphia  was  fined  $25,  after  pleading  guilty 
to  a  charge  of  shipping  an  ineffective  moth  preparation,  a  violation  of  the 
Federal  Insecticide  Act.    Tests  on  the  product  showed  it  to  be  practically 
worthless,  also,   in  killing  flies  and  mosquitoes,   in  spite  of  the  recommenda- 
tions on  the  label. 
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Resuming  our  tour  of  Food  and  Drug  Stations,  let's  leave  Philadelphia 
and  go  up  to  New  York.    Here,  as  you'd  expect,  Federal  inspectors  have  "been 
"busy  with  import s  —  nuts  ana  figs  and  dates.     During  the  past  holiday  season 
the  examiners  inspected  more  than  twenty-one  and  a  half  million  pounds  of  nuts. 
The  detentions  included  almonds,  chestnuts,  filberts,  and  walnuts. 

Next,  figs.     Officials  examined  more  than  four  and  a  half  million 
pounds  of  figs .    Detentions  amounted  to  ISO, 000  pounds.     Some  lots  of  figs 
were  rejected  because  they  were  short  weight,  other  lots  because  they  were 
not  accompanied  by  a  sanitary  certificate,  others  because  there  was  no  declar- 
ation of  the  quantity  of  contents,  or  the  presence  of  sulphur  dioxide, 

A  cargo  of  dates ,  from  Mesopotamia,  arrived  in  such  poor  condition  that 
the  entire  force  of  inspectors  at  the  wharf  were  kept  busy  examining  the  dates. 
The  work  had  not  been  entirely  completed  when  this  report  was  written,  but  it 
looks  as  if  about  50  percent  of  the  huge  cargo  of  dates  would  have  to  be 
placed  under  detention,  by  the  end  of  the  examination. 

Well,  if  we  had  time  to  stay  in  New  York  we  could  learn  more  about  the 
no  strum  manufacturer  who  was  fined  $500  for  shipping  mislabeled  medicines , 
and  we'd  learn  how  the  New  York  City  Department  of  Health  is  handling  a  situ- 
ation which  involves  a  stock  of  salvage  drugs,   some  of  the  products  going  back 
to  lggO. 

Let's  see  —  that  makes  some  of  those  drugs  around  60  years  old.  Our 
reporter  says  she  shouldn't  be  surprised  if  they  were  beginning  to  show  the 
effects  of  their  years,  by  now.  But  we  don't  need  to  worry  about  this  stock 
of  ancient  medicines,  for  the  New  York  City  Department  of  Health  will  see  to 
it  that  the  worthless  drugs,  patent  medicines,  chemicals,  and  druggists' 
supplies  —  among  the  200,000  individual  packages  of  salvage  products  —  are 
destroyed. 

Quoting  our  report!     "Prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  New  York  City 
Department  of  Health  has  been  very  effective  in  dealing  with  a  situation 
that  the  New  York  Station  of  the  Pood  and  Drug  Administration  was  powerless 
to  handle,  because  the  records  showing  the  interstate  shipment  of  any  partic- 
ular items  were  not  available." 

And  that's  all  of  today's  report.    Listen  in  next  Monday  at  this  time 
for  another  letter  from  our  correspondent  with  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  Washington,  D.  C. 


